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FOR SALE 


Bentley Turbo R Selection 


1989 Black with St James Red Hide. 
63,000kms. AHH 79M. 


We are very fortunate to have pre-owned Bentley’s for astute buyers. 


1990 Balmoral Green with Beige Hide. 
81,000kms. AFN 37W. 


1991 Tudor Red with Parchment Hide . 
83,000kms. AGY 66M. 


1990 Midnight Blue with Magnolia 
Hide. 63,000km. AGR 41Y. 


1990 Brooklands Green with Parchment 
Hide. Only 31,000kms. AEW 68G. 


Other Pre-owned Bentleys 
Currently Available 


1988 Bentley Eight. Black with Beige 
Hide. 96,000kms. AAL 94R. 


1996 Bentley Brooklands. Wildberry 
with Parchment Hide. Only 12,200kms. 
AGL 03H. 


1994 Bentley Turbo RL. Aegean Blue 
with Royal Blue Hide. Only 26,000kms. 
PCN 105. 


1997 Bentley Brooklands. Light Pressure 
Turbo. Royal Blue with Sandstone Hide 
Only 16,000kms. AHC 61Y. 


1996 Bentley Azure Convertible. 
Diamond Blue Silver with Dark Blue 
Hide and matching hood. One of only 
four Australian specified cars. Extremely 


rare. Only 9,100kms. 526 (NT). 


1993 Bentley Continental R Coupe. 
Bordeaux with Magnolia Hide. Only 
18,000kms. AEW 63Z. 


Your personal 
invitation to 
move toa 
higher plane. All these cars have full service history 


and factory warranty. 


We also have a selection of Rolls-Royce cars. 


; Sydney 
HY Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


SALES: 46 Neild Avenue, Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 Australia Telephone: +61 2 9380 8188 Fax: +61 2 9380 7188 
PARTS & SERVICE: 66 O'Riordan Street, Alexandria NSW 2015 Australia Telephone: +61 2 9693 9000 Fax: +61 2 9667 0040 
EMAIL: enquire@srrb.com.au parts@srrb.com.au __ service@srrb.com.au 


MOTORS PTY LTD A.CN. 009 475 996 Licence MD 16965 Trading as Sydney Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
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2448 in England 
New pictures that have come to light of this 
Australian domiciled Veteran Silver Ghost 


The 1999 Inter-Clubs and Spare Parts Meetings 
Neil McLean reports on these important meet- 
ings held annually at the Hunt House 


Alpine Overlander 
Jean Allsep reports on this spectacularly 
scenic Overlander to the Federal Rally 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 
Part 7 of Richard Mann’s series, tracing his 
career with H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd 


The Irish Rally 
Diana Jones writes about the tour of Ireland 
organised by the R.R.E.C. 20 h.p. Register 


A Silver Dawn in Papua New Guinea 
Fred Haughtey took his Silver Dawn with him 
on a Papua New Guinea posting 


Have you visited your 
CLUB INTERNET WEBSITE? 


http: //www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover Photo: 


Occasionally, cars owned by our members are taken to the U.K. and, as often as 
not, do very well when they are entered in the R.R.E.C. Annual Concours. This year, 
David & Diana Jones and George & Fiona Forbes took their Twenties to the U.K. 
and lreland for a tour of fhe latter country organised by the R.R.E.C, 20h.p. Register. 
After that, both cars were entered in the Annual Concours at Coftesbrooke. The 
Jones Barker limousine (GKM60) is seen at Cottesbrooke lining up to be presented 
with the Maurice Booth Memorial Trophy for the best 20 h.p. and first place in the 
Concours d’Etat, with the Forbes ‘skiff’ by Roger Fry (GOK74) bringing up the rear 
to receive the award for second in the 20 h.p. Class. Photo by Jenny Johnson (U.K.). 


1999 Chassis Plate 


Enclosed with this edition of 
PRAECLARUM is your 1999 register of 
members and their motor cars. Continu- 
ing the tradition established by our now 
Federal President George Forbes, this is 
again named Chassis Plate. Our Federal 
Registrar David Vann is to be congratu- 
lated on the quality and attention to 
detail that is evident throughout. It Is 
understood that fellow Queensland 
Branch member Sue Dunstan also had a 
significant rdle in the production of this fine 
publication. It does our Club great credit. 

It is also understood that the Club’s 
intention that Chassis Plate should be 
cost-neutral has again been achieved. 


Rally video 

Copies are available of the quality 
commercial video which was shot of the 
Canberra Federal Rally. It’s the next best 
thing to being there if you weren‘t, or 
being there again if you were! You will find 
an order form, together with a Video 
Review, on page 3406 of this issue. 


Tours 

The Silver Ghost Association has organ- 
ised a ‘Wholly Ghost Tour’ of South Africa, 
beginning on September 28th in Durban 
and ending on October 24th in 
Capetown. It may not be too late to join 
as a rider. Please contact the $.G.A. 
Australian Representative Rex Vincent on 
03-9826-3367. 

Meanwhile, those intrepid N.S.W. 
members John Matheson & Jeanne Eve 


3388 


FROM the EDITOR 


PR/AECLARVM 


are planning a 100-day Around Australia 
tour beginning June 24th 2001. This isnota 
R.R.O.C. event and willnot be confined to 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars — any “car 
of elegance that is more than 30 years 
old” will be eligible. Please contact John 
or Jeanne on 02-9388-8011 as soon as 
possible if you would like to go. 


Unanswered questions 


Many questions arising from the 
shambolic sale of the company remain 
unanswered. For example, in the future 
when the use of the Rolls-Royce marque 
passes to BMW in accordance with last 
year’s agreement: 

e Which of the two companies will be 
responsible for spares for past Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models that use 95% shared 
components? 

e What will become of AX-201 and SU-13, 
Crewe’s historic pair of early Rolls-Royce 
cars, now effectively owned by Volks- 
wagen, once they become irrelevant to 
a company building only Bentley cars? 

There is now some suggestion that the 

January 2003 split of the two marques 
might actually be avoided, in which case 
the two questions above will become 
redundant. But even In that event there 
remains a further unanswered question 
from a Rolls-Royce club point of view: 
e Given VW’s intention to exploit the 
Bentley marque for cars which lack any 
Rolls-Royce connection, such as the 
Geneva exhibit that was designed and 
built in Wolfsburg, what relevance will the 
resulting cars have to Rolls-Royce clubs? 


The Australian group at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, Cottesbrooke, Northamptonshire, June 6th. 


| EFB 90 


Lionel Whitehead, a member of our Club's 
A.C.T. Branch who lives in the Scottish High- 
lands, sent this picture of the badges proudly 
displayed on his 1954 Silver Dawn (SOG48, 
see also P5-97, p.3020). They are, from left to 
right: Sir Henry Royce Foundation (Australia), 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club (U.K.), Royal 
Automobile Club (of which Claude Johnson, 
Managing Dirctor of Rolls-Royce Ltd in its 
formative years, was the first Secretary), Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation (U.K.), 
and Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


Spare parts 

One of the unanswered questions 
referred to above concerns future spare 
parts supplies for our older cars. Realistic- 
ally, we are well served in parts supplies — 
far better than enthusiasts of most other 
marques. Without wishing to detract from 
the efforts of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
as far as the older cars are concerned we 
owe this happy situation to a significant 
extent to the existence of a thriving Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Specialists Association, 
the member firms of which are always 
ready to jump into the breach and 
arrange for the manufacture of parts 
when they become unavailable or, not to 
put too fine a point on it, uneconomic, 
from the more traditional source. In almost 
all cases the quality of these parts is 
beyond reproach. Without them, many a 
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restoration would remain unfinished and 
the claims of the marques’ makers about 
their high survival rate would be more dif- 
ficult to sustain. 

The latest newly manufactured part | 
have heard about, having bought a pair 
for my Silver Wraith, comes from New 
Zealand. it is the early post-war (Mk VI, 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, R-type) upper 
front suspension ‘silentbloc’ bush, part no. 
FB3143. Nicely made, these are a snip at 
$A60 each including postage and pack- 
ing. They are available from: 

New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Inc., 
204a Waiwhetu Road, 

Lower Hutt, New Zealand. 

Telephone: New Zealand 4-566-0850 
Email: rmt@xtra.co.nz 

Even if the above unanswered quest- 
ion regarding future parts supplies is satis- 
factorily resolved, there is little doubt that 
we are going to increasingly come to 
depend upon sources such as this, as well 
as the Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 
Association member firms, to keep our 
older models in good fettle. 


What next? 


We have still not been given any clear 
idea by the present owner(s) of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques what their 
intentions are, other than a suggestion 
that “the only thing that has changed is 
the ownership of the company” (as if that 
hasn‘t changed everything}). 

However, snippets of information do 
filter through from time to time. The latest 
I've heard, and this will come as no sur- 
prise to true Rolls-Royce enthusiasts, is that 
the adoption of BMW engines in Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars has, well ... not 
quite had the positive effect on sales as 
was hoped for by their makers. 

At a briefing after the 1997 Federal 
Rally | was told by a Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd executive that the adoption of 
BMW engines “might cost us 10% of our 
customers, but we will gain ten new cust- 
omers for every one we lose”, That some- 
thing nearer to the opposite has 
happened is now clear, particularly in the 
home (U.K.) market. As for here in 
Australia, do you remember how familiar 
a sight Silver Spirits and their derivatives 
had become within a year or so of their 
introduction? | still haven‘t seen a Silver 
Seraph or Bentley Arnage on the road, 
other than at the last two Federal Rallies. 

it is now clear that at least a significant 
proportion of both old and prospective 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley buyers do not 
want a BMW engine — except of course 
in their BMW — so the Bentley Arnage is to 
be fitted with a newly developed version 
of the genuine Rolls-Royce V-8 engine for 
the 2000 Model Year, for introduction in 
September or October this year. If the 
negative perceptions surrounding the 
marques’ ownership could be overcome, 
this would have the potential to greatly 
increase the appeal! and saleability of the 
Armage. Perhaps the BMW-engined ver- 
sion will become rare, though in this in- 
stance rarity may not necessarily equate 
to desirability! 

It is not known when, or if, the Silver 
Seraph will undergo a similar engine 
upgrade, though it seems likely that it will 
in view of news that the engine build 
facilities are also to be re-established at 
Crewe, from whence obviously they 
should never have left. 

Wait a minute ... weren‘t we assured, 
two years ago, that there was no altern- 
ative to the outsourcing of engines? 


The former Chief speaks 


On June 26th the London Daily 
Telegraph quoted former Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd Chief Executive Graham 
Morris as saying that the decision taken by 
Rolls-Royce Plc (the aero engine com- 
pany) and BMW fo separate the Rolls- 
Royce marque away from Bentley and 
Crewe and to build “Rolls-Royce” cars in 
a new factory was the “killer blow” that 
brought about his resignation. Mr Morris 
described the final outcome of the sale 
process, with BMW aiming to “restart Rolls- 
Royce production on a greenfield site”, as 
“very bizarre”. 

Mr Morrls said: “It was six days before | 
was Informed by the senior VW people 
that this was the compromise. | wasn‘t 
asked for any Input. | did try to persuade 
the two parties to come together, not to 
announce this new factory ... but the press 
release had already gone out. | was 
basically wasting my time”. 

Industry observers have cast doubt on 
this new BMW “Rolls-Royce” factory ever 
seeing the light of day. Good thing, too. 
Such a development could serve only to 
further harm the marque, 


Congratulations! 


Heartiest congratulations are due to 
Victoria Branch members David & Diana 
Jones and George & Fiona Forbes for 
sweeping all before them in the heavily 


Everett Pauls 

I was deeply saddened to hear that 
Everett Pauls passed away on May 25th. 

Ev, an amiable Texan, was a Charter 
(founding) Member of our American 
sister club, the R.R.O.C. Inc., the oldest 
all-model Rolls-Royce club in the world, 
more recently serving as its President. 

Enjoying Ev’s company on his home 
ground (several times) and in the U.K. 
(where we met twice, representing our 
respective clubs at Inter-Clubs meetings) 
was always a great pleasure. His depth of 
knowledge of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, and his endless store of tales of our 


movement’s rich past, invariably spiced 


with more than a touch of his very endear- 
ing dry wit, meant that he was always 
wonderful company. 

I feel very privileged to have known 
Everett Pauls, and will miss him enorm- 
ously. Our movement has lost a great 
advocate of the marques. 

Martin Bennett 


contested 20 h.p. Class at the R.R.E.C. 
Annual Rally and Concours in June. They 
had taken their Twenties to the U.K. and 
Ireland for the R.R.E.C. 20 h.p. Register Irish 
Tour, which dovetailed nicely with the 
Annual Rally soon after. David & Diana 
won the Concours d’Etat and Ist in Class 
with their Barker limousine (GKM60) while 
the Federal Presidential ‘skiff’ (GOK74) 
won 2nd in Class. 

Considering that both cars had just 
completed a fairly arduous tour only days 
before, the feat is all the more noteworthy 
and speaks volumes about the standard 
of preservation, restoration and main- 
tenance prevailing in this country. 

Diana Jones has written eloquently 
about the Irish Tour in this issue. 


Martin Bennett 
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Irish Tour and after 


Following our return from a Tour of 
Ireland capably organised by the 20 h.p. 
Register of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club, we attended the Spare Parts and 
Inter-Clubs Meetings at the Hunt House, 
the Annual Rally and Concours at Cottes- 
brooke Hail, Northamptonshire, followed 
by a visit to the factory at Crewe. 

These activities provided an insight into 
the organisation of the R.R.E.C., the feel- 
ings of our U.K. and U.S. sister Clubs on 
various matters, and the opportunity to 
compare the cars in the U.K. with our cars 
in Australia — not to mention time to 
peruse and purchase available parts with- 
in the trade tents at the Annual Rally. 


Model Registers 


The existence within the R.R.E.C. of 
Registers of Models and activities or- 
ganised by these Registers has resulted in 
the overcoming of a problem also being 
experienced here in Australia — that of 
gaining the attendance of the older cars 
at events of the Club. Not only are the 
older cars catered for by tours for (but not 
limited to) cars of that model, but their 
maintenance and roadworthiness are 
also enhanced by the assistance of other 
experienced owners who are present. The 
result is a large attendance of cars at 
other more general outings of the Club. 
For example, the 1,700-odd cars attend- 
ing the Annual Rally included the follow- 
ing pre-war and early post-war models: 


Silver Ghost 20 
New Phantom | 
Phantom II 17 
Phantom Ill | 
20 h.p. 42 
20/25 70 
25/30 18 
Wraith § 
Silver Wraith 8 
Silver Dawn 13 


lt is perhaps timely to consider the 
establishment of similar Registers for our 
Club. 


Hunt House Meetings 


The Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meet- 
ings at the Hunt House were ably and 
courteously chaired by representatives of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd and attended 
by representatives of the R.R.E.C., Bentley 


Drivers’ Club, 20-Ghost Club, Sir Henry 
Royce Memorial Foundation and the 
Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust (all U.K.), the 
R.R.O.C. Inc. (U.S,), and the R.R.O.C. and 
Bentley Drivers’ Club (Australia). The Spare 
Parts Meeting was of particular interest, 
including the attitude of the Company to 
the pricing and availability of parts for 
older cars. The allocation of finance and 
resources to the re-tooling for parts for 
older models (i.e. post-1955 to Silver 
Shadows) is at a level not previously 
attained, with new approvals now being 
more readily funded. Reconditioning and 
exchange programmes are being ex- 
panded and will be publicised to a 
greater extent in the future. The enthusi- 
asm of Company personnel engaged in 
these programmes was most enlight- 
ening. 

It was interesting to note the com- 
ments of the representatives of the various 
Clubs in relation to the current ownership 
of the Company. Whilst all had been shat- 
tered by the events of 12 months ago, the 
dust has settled to some extent and the 
Clubs seem to be adopting a pragmatic 
approach to the continuation of their 
members’ enjoyment, preservation and 
maintenance of their motor cars. It was 
pointed out that it is the same companies 
that are manufacturing the new cars, al- 
beit with different shareholding of those 
companies. Various possibilities were ex- 
pounded on the situation from 2003 when 
the licence to use the Rolls-Royce name 
and trademarks is scheduled to change 
hands. These were many and varied, 
though with continuing world-wide 
rationalisation of motor car manufac- 
turers the prospects are by no means cer- 
tain. Company representatives gave the 
impression that they are hopeful that both 
marques will continue to be produced at 
Crewe. 


Twenties abroad 


Our Twenty Horsepower (GOK74) with 
skiff coachwork by Roger Fry of Perth, and 
that of David & Diana Jones (GKM60) with 
Barker limousine coachwork, were safely 
and economically transported to South- 
ampton in a container organised by Fox 
Forwarding. We toured southern Ireland 
for twelve days and enjoyed the care, 
consideration and assistance of 28 mem- 
bers of the 20 h.p. Register participants 


and four others on the Tour, three of whom 
owned 20/25s and one a lovely Silver 
Cloud Ill. lo have the opportunity of close- 
ly viewing so many Twenties and 
discussing their ownership, driving and 
maintenance with such knowledgeable 
owners was indeed a thrill. Ireland was 
enchanting, green and a bit wet in more 
ways than one. 

After registering for the Tour we were 
offered accommodation by various 
members of the Register and after some 
correspondence were graciously accom- 
modated and looked after by Michael & 
Beverley Osborn who reside in the 
gracious 16th century Putsborough Manor 
in north Deven. We returned there for rest, 
recuperation and some minor repairs to 
the Twenty before driving to North- 
amptonshire for the Meetings and the 
Annual Rally. At the Rally David & Diana 
were successful in winning Best of Class in 
the 20 h.p. Class as well as Most Elegant. 
With our Skiff judged Second in Class ft 
became an Aussie 1-2 to the delight and 
amusement of all. 

Our cars were delivered to the restor- 
ation premises of Alan & Sue Glue, who 
attended to loading them into a con- 
tainer for their five week return journey. 

The project of transporting the cars, 
participating in the Tour and the travelling 
seemed daunting when we originally 
planned the trip, although in retrospect it 
was quite straightforward. The assistance 
and hospitality of the Tour organisers and 
other participants, the professionalism of 
the team at Fox Forwarding and the 
friendliness of all in the Rolls-Royce move- 
ment in the U.K, resulted in a most reward- 
ing and relatively economical holiday. 

| suggest to our members that they 
carefully consider the opportunity of join- 
ing similar tours in the future. 


Rally video 

Members who ordered the video of 
the Canberra Federal Rally have now 
received their copies. This video tape, a 
thoroughly professional production that 
provides a fine record of the Rally, is still 
available from: Visual Memories, 13 
Lomond Court, Wodonga, Vic. 3690, at 
$55 including postage and handling. 


Happy Motoring, 
George Forbes 
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FOUNDATION CORNER 


Official opening 


The official opening of the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation Australia Archive at 
the Fox Museum in Melbourne will take 
place on Friday, October Ist, 1999. Invita- 
tions will be sent out shortly to Club mem- 
bers throughout Australia and if you are in 
Melbourne on October Ist you will be very 
welcome at 6.00 p.m. for cocktails. 

There will be a display of the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation Australia 
cars, engines and some memorabilia, 
plus of course some 60 other cars of 
various makes and sizes, and a tour of 
the restoration workshop. 


Royce motors 


The Royce electric motors are being 
restored at the moment by a working 
bee of enthusiasts from the Victoria 
Branch, and will be on display at the 
Fox Museum at the opening. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley in 
the Sunburnt Country 


The sales of this marvellous publi- 
cation are proceeding well with orders 
coming from enthusiasts in the U.K., 
South Africa, the U.S.A. and New 
Zealand. We do hope that enthusiasts 
who haven't ordered yet will do so and 
an order form is included here for your 
convenience (please photocopy). 


Please mail your payment to: 


[_] Mastercard 


Card Number 


Signature 


This publication is a must for all 
enthusiasts and as the Foundation is 
the publisher we would indeed enjoy 
your support. Any profits from the sale 
of the books go to the work of your 
Foundation. 


Visit to the Hunt House 


I recently visited the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation at the Hunt 
House in England and it certainly has 
now developed into an outstanding 
place for Rolls-Royce and Bentley en- 
thusiasts. I had much pleasure in 
catching up with Philip Hall, the 
Curator, who is always kind and finds 
the time to show visitors around the 
house. Great memorabilia is on dis- 
play here and I look forward to the 
Australian Foundation sometime in the 
future being able to have similar 
premises. It’s up to you! 


Computerised Lists 


Gil Ralph is working hard on com- 
puterising the list of memorabilia and 
artefacts that have been donated to the 
Foundation, so remember if you have 
anything you would like to leave to the 
Foundation connected with Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley the Advisors in your 
State would be only too pleased to 
receive them. 

Once again, the Advisors are: 


ORDER FORM 


Mark Babidge 

802 Canning Highway 

Applecross W.A. 6153 

Tel: 08-9364-87 88 FAX: 08-9364-3458 
Martin Bennett 

‘Arcadia’ 

177 Old South Road 

Yarra via Goulburn N.S.W. 2580 

Tel & FAX: 02-4829-7140 

Geoff Boscoe 

190 Military Road 

Dover Heights N.S.W. 2030 

Tel: 02-937 1-8560 (h) 02-937 1-9155 (w) 
FAX: 02-937 1-8722 

Peter Cox 

48 Myall Avenue 

Kensington Gardens S.A. 5068 

Tel & FAX: 08-8431-6766 

Fred Haughtey 

52 Retreat Street 

Bridgeman Downs Qld 4035 

Tel: 0O7-3263-7027 FAX: 07-3263-9822 
Gil Ralph 

2 Baxter Court 

Mount Waverley Vic. 3149 

Tel: 03-9807-4501 FAX: 03-9686-9161 


The Foundation is now receiving 
great support from each State and we 
look forward to this support continuing 
for the future benefit of enthusiasts in 
this country and around the world. 


David Jones, AM, OBE 
Chairman, 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


c/o David Vann 


P.O. Box 4, CHERMSIDE SOUTH, QLD 4032 
Email: dvann@bigpond.com.au_ Facsimile: 07-3865-4822 


Please find enclosed my cheque/money order/credit card details for $165.00 plus postage and handling 
$20.00 to purchase my copy of Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country. 
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One of ‘our’ Silver Ghosts, 1913 chassis 2448 (left) in exalted company — that of 20 h.p. 4-cylinder chassis 26350B, the car which won the 1906 
Isle of Man Tourist Trophy race driven by the Hon. C.S. Rolls, owned in 1913 by Lt.-Col. Alan C. Cameron. 2448 was owned when new by 
A.H.J. Baais in England, but was purchased soon after by Mrs Isabella Whitney of Carcoar, New South Wales. 


2448 
in England 


Tom Clarke (U.K.) has sent two 
superbly evocative photographs of one 


of ‘our’ Silver Ghosts, 1913 chassis 
2448, a Grosvenor tourer which came 
to Australia soon after new. The pic- 
tures were found in an album believed 
to have once been owned by the 
Addison family (watercolour artists of 


2448, with the registration number R-1848, photographed in England when new with its original 
Grosvenor tourer coachwork. Note the folded windscreen and the apparent comfort of the lady 


driver in the notably high-squabbed front seat. 


the 1920s) that was recently acquired 
by Mr Justin Otto-Jones of the Veteran 
Car Club (U.K.). 

The story of 2448 and the way its 
history became entwined with that of 
another 1913 Silver Ghost, 2317, is 
eloquently detailed in the superb Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation publication 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sun- 
burnt Country, by Tom Clarke and 
David Neely (see review last issue). 

2448 was briefly owned when new 
by A.H.J. Baais in England before 
being despatched to Mrs Isabella 
Whitney of ‘Coombing Park’, Carcoar, 
New South Wales. An accident in 1928, 
while 2448 was being driven by Mrs 
Whitney's Norwegian chauffeur J.H. 
Ferson, led to the chassis of 2317 being 
used to repair 2448 — hence the over- 
lapping histories of these two cars after 
that date. 

2448 of course does not survive. 
2317 on the other hand, having for a 
time taken on the identity of 2448, 
survives in Victoria in restored condi- 
tion, with its correct chassis identity 
reinstated. ¥ 
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The 1999 Inter-Clubs and Spare Parts Meetings 


at the Hunt House, Paulerspury, Northamptonshire, June 2nd 


By Neil McLean (W.A.) 


During my recent visit to the U.K. I 
met with our Federal President George 
Forbes at the Hunt House in Paulers- 
pury, Northamptonshire, home of the 
R.R.E.C. and the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation. The weather 
was laid on especially for George who, 
accompanied by Fiona, had driven up 
from Devon in their 20 h.p. and despite 
appalling conditions had made very 
good time. 

We were attending the Inter-Clubs 
and Spare Parts Meetings with Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd, hosted by the 
R.R.E.C. Representatives from clubs 
both near and far, the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation and the Rolls- 
Royce Heritage Trust attended the 
meeting. After greetings from Steve 
Rhodes, of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
who chaired the Meeting, Steve went on 
to give an overview, firstly of the 
company’s sale and what has so far 
occurred with the mis-management of 
the sale, and the now very promising 
future for the Bentley marque, under 
the ownership of Volkswagen AG. The 
supply of spares for Rolls-Royce cars 
will be continue from Crewe until at 
least 2006. Upon audit it was found 
that only 4.5 percent of the entire 
spares holding is Rolls-Royce specific, 
as opposed to those common to Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley. As Volkswagen now 
owns all parts, tooling and company 
supplier agreements, my belief is that 
parts for these cars, pre-2003, will be 
handled under a licence agreement 
with Rolls-Royce Plc even if BMW takes 
over the Rolls-Royce marque as 
scheduled in 2003. 

The spares situation for the 
Australian market was again dis- 
cussed, with the poignant question of 
how a part that costs R.R.M.C. approx- 
imately £1.50 costs the owner of the 
vehicle some $230.00! This has been an 
ongoing situation for the past three 
years, and every time R.R.M.C. tries to 
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From left to right: Mick Rust and Neil McLean (both W.A.) with Federal President George Forbes 


at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, Cottesbrooke, Northamptonshire, June 6th. 


bring down the cost of parts, the 
Australian dollar loses ten to twenty 
per cent of its value against the pound, 
putting us back where we started, or 
worse! | trust the G.S.T. will make a 
difference. 

I believe we know that Jack Barclays 
handles all pre-’55 spares and that 
their inventory is quite extensive. Ben 
Murray and his team have been 
making a concentrated effort to obtain, 
through R.R.M.C., a better supply line 
of parts that are now getting extremely 
hard to obtain. This is now being heard 
by R.R.M.C, with Mk VI and Silver 
Dawn cylinder heads now available to 
name but one part. Incidentally Ben 
Murray retires at the end of July and I 
would like to take the opportunity of 
wishing him a very happy and long 
retirement. As a parting shot, Ben 
stated that if you talk to the staff at 
Barclays they will do deals: please give 
them a try, they do understand our 
duty/sales tax dilemma! 

Steve Rhodes pulled no punches, 
and I believe, those present were grate- 
ful to know that despite everything 
Rolls-Royce are still very much in busi- 
ness, despite short weeks and lay-offs, 
confidence in the company has now 


retumed to the work force. 

After a short break for refreshments, 
the Inter-Clubs Meeting, with the 
company’s public relations supremo, 
Bill Slater, taking the chair, was con- 
vened. Bill normally takes a bit of an 
ear bashing about things past, when 
club representatives give their reports 
on their clubs’ progress and feelings. 
This time, this was not to be as, I feel, 
everybody present felt that enough was 
enough, and a more positive approach 
to the continuation of this great Mar- 
que needs to be adopted. One of the 
club reps gave a glowing report on how 
their club was going from strength to 
strength, with more events taking place 
than ever before, with more part- 
icipants, and hugely successful nation- 
al rallies, great friendships and 
camaraderie stretching thousands of 
miles. Must be a great club, this Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 
Many thanks George you are a great 
ambassador. Thanks also to Peter 
Baines and the crew at the Hunt House 
for looking after us all with the after 
Meeting dinner. The message from all 
clubs was loud and strong: we all love 
these cars with a passion. May that be 
forever long. ¢ 
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The Alpine Overlander group at Tambo Golf Club on the Great Alpine Road, eastern Victoria, after stopping for morning tea. 


Alpine Overlander 


to the Canberra Federal Rally, March 22-26 


By Jean Allsep (Vic.) 


Alpine Rallies seem to be a very big 
feature in the history of Rolls-Royce. 
Our Overlander to the Federal Rally in 
Canberra encompassed three days and 
four nights, motoring the highest and 
most spectacular roads in Australia. 

We gathered at the R.A.C.V. 
Country Club in Healesville on Monday 
evening and were presented with our 
rally pack, which included a route 
booklet containing, in the words of 
Marilyn Stokes, “a most detailed 
itinerary, including the exact route 
with distances in miles and kilometres 
and estimated times of travel to the 
nearest minute (!), plus maps with the 
route and stops all colour-coded, 
details of the venues to be visited, a list 
of participants and finally a copy of the 
report of the original 1913 Austrian 
Alpine Rally”. 


Day 1 — across Glppsiand 
Leaving the Country Club on Tues- 


day morning we drove in convoy 
through big timber country to 
Powelltown and Trestlebridge for our 
first stop. Most of the party managed to 
climb the steep hillside and walk across 
the disused railway trestle-bridge, 
some 60 feet high and built from logs, 


that once carried loads of timber across 
the valley. Our tour took us on to Yar- 
ragon village for morning coffee. About 
and hour and a half later we were at the 
Gippsland Heritage Park in Moe where 
the local Rotary Club had prepared a 
sausage and rissole barbecue lunch for 


Victoria Branch President Theo Nelson with his 1951 Silver Dawn (SDB124), outside the premises 


oa 


of one of his colleagues at the Gippsland Heritage Park in Moe. 


— 
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us. It was also interesting to see all the 
old heritage buildings, shops, 
foundries etc. which have been res- 
tored. The old homestead also 
presented as it had been when oc- 
cupied by the McMillan family. Leaving 
here we went to the lookout towers on 
the north side of Yallourn to view the 
open cut coal-mine. 

Driving on through rural Gippsland 
we passed Heyfield and Maffra to 
Bairmmsdale where St. Mary's Church 
was viewed while the coffee was brew- 
ing. Next stop was our overnight village 
stop at McMillan’s of Metung. This was 
excellent, with cottages set in huge gar- 
dens with magnificent trees and 
flowers. Our hosts John & Kay 
McMillan welcomed us warmly and 
hosted drinks and savouries on the 
front lawn overlooking the Lakes. Our 
evening commenced with a lake cruise 
on a ketch named Spray — after the 
first yacht to have circumnavigated the 
globe by a lone yachtsman. Unfor- 
tunately there was no wind so we had 
to be motor-driven back to shore with 
Alexander Henderson at the helm. We 
had our evening meal at the Marrillee 
Restaurant. 


Day 2 — the Great Alpine Road 


Next morning our hosts were 
around early with the newspapers and 
farewelled us about 8.30 a.m. Our tour 
took us north across the highway at 
Bruthen and up to Tambo Valley Golf 
Course where the Ladies Committee 
welcomed us with coffee, scones and 
cakes. This is a beautiful setting for 
their 9-hole course, with the fairways 
cut through huge pine forests and a 
little stream to compliment the scene. 

Our next stop was at Omeo, high in 
the Great Dividing Range. It was inter- 
esting spending a few minutes inspect- 
ing the old log gaol and courthouse. 
The tour took us along the range to 
Dinner Plain, where our hosts at the 
Crystal Creek Resort had a hot buffet 
lunch prepared. This was quite an 
achievement as the electricity company 
had shut down the supply for some 
eight hours. 

We drove on to Mt Hotham where 
there were big development works in 
preparation for the snow season. The 
drive down the mountain was spec- 
tacular, with magnificent views, steep 
descents and hairpin bends. Quite a 
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Alpine Overlander 
Participants and motor cars 


Bill & Jean ALLSEP 

and John MacGREGOR 
David & Ellen BAILIE 
George & Flona FORBES 
Jack & Lexle GREEN 


Ted & Patricla HAUSER 

Eric & Jean HAYMAN 

Eric & Amanda HENDERSON 
with Alexander and Zara 

Theo & Edith NELSON 

Don & Merle PEEL 

Tom & Josie ROBERTS 

Bruce TERRY 


1976 Sllver Shadow saloon, SRH22945 


1935 Phantom fl Thrupp & Maberly saloon, 44UK 
1926 Twenty Park Ward saloon-limousine, GYK47 
1970 Silver Shadow saloon, SRH9416 

1936 Bentley 314 Litre Park Ward dhc, B219FC 
1977 Sliver Shadow II saloon, SRH30399 

1976 Silver Shadow Iwb saloon, LRH24643 


1951 Sllver Dawn saloon, SDB124 
1952 Bentley Mk VI saloon, B120PV 
1981 Silver Sour saloon, ANBO1729 
1965 Silver Cloud Ill saloon, SJR543 


Ray, Peter and Pauline ZEFFERT 1962 Silver Cloud II saloon, SAE413 


Bill & Jean Allsep’s 1976 Silver Shadow saloon (SRH22945) at the overnight stop in Metung, 
south Gippsland, Victoria. 


Cars at the Tambo Golf Club morning tea stop, from left to right: B120PV (Peel), ANBO1729 
(Roberts), SRH30399 (Hayman), SDB124 (Nelson), GYK47 (Forbes), SRH9416 (Green) and 
B219FC (Hauser). 
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Lunch stop at the Crystal Creek Resort, Dinner Plain, on the Great Alpine Road. The cars are, 
from left to right: B120PV (Peel), GYK47 (Forbes), SRH22945 (Allsep), SRH9416 (Green), 
SDB124 (Nelson), SAE413 (Zeffert), ANBO1729 (Roberts). 


Dinner at The Bank restaurant in Beechworth, north-east Victoria. From left to right: Ted Hauser, 
Patricia Hauser, David Bailie, Ellen Bailie, George Forbes, Fiona Forbes. 
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test for the cars but all performed 
splendidly. Through Harrietville and on 
to Bright for a coffee stop at a café in 
the riverside parkland. Our drive then 
took us through Myrtleford and on to 
Beechworth where we stayed at the 
Armour Motor Inn. At 5.15 p.m. Mr 
Sutton from the local Historical Society 
escorted us to the Old Court House and 
gave us a very interesting talk on the 
days of the Gold Rush in Beechworth, 
and the historic action that took place 
in the Court House. He also related to 
the Kelly Gang in the town and the 
significance of gold mining. That even- 
ing we had a formal dinner at the Old 
Bank Restaurant. 


Day 3 — crossing the Alps 

Our third day was the longest so we 
made an early (8.00 a.m.) start. Our 
route took us east to Tallangatta and 
Corryong along the Murray Valley 
Highway. At Khancoban we had to 
present ourselves to the National Park 
office to obtain permits to enter the 
Park. The next section provided spec- 
tacular views of the mountains, but Mt 
Kosciusko was covered in cloud. Road- 
works were still be carried out over a 
small section but the road is now al- 
most completely sealed. Crossing the 
Thredbo River, the journey took us 
through Dead Horse Gap and into 
Thredbo Village. A great deal of work is 
being done here to reinforce the side of 
the mountain where the tragic 
landslide occurred two years ago. Driv- 
ing through the affected area gives one 
the feeling it is to be avoided in wet or 
bad weather. 

About 10 miles further on is Lake 
Crackenback where a luncheon was 
prepared for us at Duffers Ridge Rest- 
aurant, in a peaceful lakeside setting 
with ducks swimming past. 

After lunch we set off on the final 
stage of our journey, heading north to 
Jindabyne, Berridale, Cooma and on to 
Canberra. The Federal Rally H.qQ., 
being on the south side of Canberra, 
was no trouble to locate. 

After some 750 miles of great motor- 
ing and wonderful company we would 
like to thank Eric & Amanda Hender- 
son for their meticulous organisation of 
an Overlander worthy of the name 
Rolls-Royce. sf 


Photographs from Theo Nelson 
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The 1987 Model Year Corniche, with major engine revisions and interior improvements such as memory seat adjustment, but initially without the 


ABS brakes of the four-door cars, was redesignated ‘Corniche II’ at first for the American market then, the following year, for all other markets. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 7 — Quality audit procedure and ’87 Model Year problems 


This part of the article really con- 
tinues from Part 5, having digressed in 
Part 6 to deal with the Phantom VI. 
Here we return to the Corniche* and 
deal with the Quality audit procedure 
and some of the difficulties that were 
encountered in the changeover to the 
'87 Model Year cars. 

Peter Goodall (PG), my ‘governor’ in 
the Quality Department, was a most 
excellent tutor and he produced the 
most comprehensive check list for the 
various audit categories. Bearing in 
mind that every Corniche was built to 
order, it was important to deliver the 
cars as near to schedule as possible. 
On completion of the audit we would 
give Peter Harding (PH), the Finishing 
Superintendent, a list of any faults in 


* References to Corniche include the 
equivalent Bentley Continental. 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


order that he might organise remedial 
action. We would then type up and 
print the audit sheets ready for the 
viewing next morning. 

It was a privilege to be alongside PG 
with the managers and foremen wait- 
ing to hear our findings — they basic- 
ally knew how good the car was. A good 
audit car, one that flows through the 
production process as intended, would 
not require much remedial attention as 
the faults were few. Another car might 
suffer various faults throughout its 
assembly and, inevitably, further 
minor faults might be occasioned in the 
rectification of more serious problems. 
Cars needing this extra attention 
usually turned out to be poor audit 
cars. They were ‘overworked’, especial- 
ly regarding their paintwork. Those 
present at the viewings included 
Managing Director Jim Symmonds 


(Sys), Manufacturing Manager Ken 
King (KGK), Production Scheduler 
George Crane (GEC) and the Finishing 
and Paintshop foremen. 

Each member of the viewing team 
was passed a copy of the audit and PG 
commenced the viewing by briefly 
describing the audit result before going 
through the audit in detail. As we 
progressed, the foremen were asked 
why, for example, an interior lamp was 
inoperative. Most of the audit items 
were of a lesser nature and easily cor- 
rected, but had nevertheless been over- 
looked by the production and 
inspection personnel. 

PG came down hard on items affect- 
ing safety and compliance with legal 
requirements. During the finishing 
operations the front wheels were 
removed to allow access for the fitting 
ofthe bumpers, air dam, fog-lamps and 


Illustrations © Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
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The Corniche and Continental interiors were superbly hand-crafted by Mulliner Park Ward, using only the very finest materials. 


undersheets, etc. and, occasionally, we 
found incorrectly torqued wheeinuts, 
along with incorrect tyre pressures, 
fluid levels and lighting, when the car 
was checked before the audit run. PG 
told me that the correct way to tighten 
the roadwheel nuts was to first raise 
the wheel off the ground in order to 
avoid any strain on the studs or wheel 
nave, then loosen the wheelnuts. Next, 
‘pinch’ the wheel evenly to the hub and 
torque the first nut to 45-50 Ib/ft 
(Corniche, Silver Shadow and Silver 
Spirit) then going clockwise past the 
second torque the third, then the fifth, 
then the second and finally the fourth 
— once only. Adhere to this procedure 
for both left- and right-hand wheels. 
The wheel nave or centre is, effectively, 
aspring and must be correctly torqued. 
The seatbelt mountings were checked 
together with their correct coupling — 
there were different types of belts 
having different stalks. 

Should we have an impatient cus- 
tomer it might be deemed beneficial for 
a car to be delivered with a few minor 
dealer repairs (MDRs) which the agent 
would attend to under warranty. It is 
true to say we picked up each and every 
minor fault, sometimes penalising two 
faults as one. GEC referred to these as 
“fly-sh*t”, whilst agreeing that they 
should have been noticed by the in- 
spectors. 

In an earlier part of this article I 
remarked that the shortage of parts 
was at its worst during major changes, 
and the 1987 Model Year package was, 
possibly, the most complex set of chan- 
ges in the Silver Shadow/Spirit series 
of cars. The 87MY package was intro- 
duced primarily to comply with new 
European emission regulations and 


was a very busy and frustrating time. 
Another aim of the package was to 
improve the feature level of the cars by 
the incorporation of items that had, by 
then, become standard on other luxury 
cars and, indeed, on some lesser 
marques. A further aim was the 
rationalisation, where possible, of the 
mechanical specification across the 
model range, for easier assembly and 
to improve reliability. Notable excep- 
tions were the Bentley Turbo’s twin 
distributor and two coil ignition system 
and the deferred introduction of ABS 
on the Mulliner Park Ward convertible 
models. 

The pre-production 87MY Corniche 
Bodies-in-White (BIW) were shipped to 
Crewe in early 1986 and returned to us 
as Bodies-in-Brown (BIB) in about July 
of that year with, as expected, many 
shortages. Yet again our manager, 
John Castell-Evans (JCE) offered 
Quality’s help and it was down to yours 
truly to check each BIB on arrival at 
Hythe Road and Haise with Crewe in 
order to get matters sorted. As further 
87MY BIBs arrived, so the number and 
variety of shortages increased. Some 
were only just ‘driveable’, being fitted 
with many ‘slave’ or non-production 
parts. Both these categories of parts 
were identified by being daubed with 
red paint and, together with any 
shortages, should have been but were 
not always recorded in the car’s History 
Book. This situation meant extra work 
for Jeff Nixon (JN), foreman of the Car 
Finishing Centre (CFC) and his most 
competent team, as they were unable 
to undertake the standard build and 
setting procedures. JN'’s team soon 
noticed the History Book discrepan- 
cies, realising just how much pressure 


the Crewe build and mount teams 
themselves were under to produce the 
new cars. 

In order to keep the painting and 
finishing areas in production the early 
87MY cars left CFC in an incomplete 
and untuned condition. Any MPW 
employee travelling to Crewe on busi- 
ness was expected to return, where 
possible, with any desperately needed 
items. Typically, I was at Crewe to 
resolve some 87MY quality problems 
when I received a message to call Jessie 
Stokes (JS), the Stores Manager at 
MPW. a fiery Scottish lady who was also 
in charge of transport. Jessie told me 
that some urgently needed parts had 
just been delivered to the Crewe stores 
and would I please return with them. 
“Will they fit into my MGB?” I asked. 
Her reply was “why did you not take a 
company car?”. I reminded her that the 
previous day she had not had a spare 
car and had asked me — ever so nicely 
— to return with whatever I could. It is 
quite surprising how capacious an 
MGB is if you try! So acute did this 
situation become that we were remov- 
ing production parts from newly 
received BIBs in order to complete ear- 
lier cars that were by now painted, 
trimmed and almost finished! 

Our Quality friends at Crewe almost 
always somehow managed to ‘Spirit’ 
away items either from their trackside 
or stores in order to assist MPW 
production. For the record, MPW and 
Crewe personnel generally got on ex- 
tremely well together, being very much 
aware of each other’s problems. 

As production quantities of parts 
became available, CFC and the sur- 
rounding area took on the appearance 
of an entire assembly plant, there were 
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To build and trim the Corniche and Continental convertible hood took Mulliner Park Ward craftsmen ten days, the whole assembly being hand-built 


on a master jig. 


so many pallets of material. This 
appearance was exacerbated by the 
many pallets of alloy wheel and tyre 
assemblies. All 87MY cars — except a 
few cars on which the previous steel 
wheels and trims were specified by a 
customer — were fitted with alloy 
wheels which were fitted immediately 
prior to final road testing. During the 
finishing operations and primary road 
testing the cars were fitted with slave 
wheels and tyres, which were returned 
to Crewe for use on future BIBs. 

Although North American cars had 
been equipped with fuel injection for 
some years, all 87MY cars were now 
fitted with the Bosch K-Jetronic (KE on 
Turbo) system which, whilst giving 
faster acceleration also improved fuel 
consumption. A new starter motor, 
sourced from Nippondenso, was able to 
crank and start a cold engine with a 
battery in such a low state of charge 
that, on earlier cars, would not even 
hold the starter solenoid in! 

The air conditioning system con- 
figuration continued unchanged ex- 
cept that the components were now 
produced and supplied by Sanden. The 
new compressor was somewhat 
smaller than the previous 
GM/Frigidair unit, was far more effi- 
cient, and absorbed less engine power. 
Sanden fitted their manufacturer's 
label on top of the compressor and 
Crewe, being concerned that cus- 
tomers might take exception to the fit- 
ting of Japanese components, 
requested duplicate labels be supplied 
which were affixed out of sight under 
the units once the original labels had 
been removed. The revised ACU with its 
new servo unit, six row evaporator, 
electrically operated water tap and new 
ducting to the rear compartment was 
even better than the previous, most 


effective system. 

The 87MY package also specified 
NGK spark plugs and leads. Whilst the 
plug caps covered the name on the 
plugs, Crewe instructed MPW to 
“please ensure the NGK initials are not 
clearly visible” on the plug leads. As the 
leads had NGK printed at intervals 
along their length, this became a 
lengthy and tiresome operation for the 
CFC team. As an aside, the CFC 
mechanics, electricians and testers 
really were a team. There was very little 
demarcation — in a crisis it was all 
hands to the pump. 

The engine in the 87MY cars was 
much revised. Quite clearly Crewe had 
taken stock of customer comments and 
had assessed the engines of other 
luxury cars. At first we had problems 
with various items such as sticking 
spindles in the throttle bodies as the 
engines became hot in slow traffic con- 
ditions. The higher output Delco alter- 
nators produced an annoying whine 
whilst under load at engine idle speed 
as, for example, when in traffic with 
headlamps and ACU in use. The Delco 
people were most concerned at our 
complaints and asked two of their en- 
gineers — Phillip Durys and Richard 
Jackson — to investigate. On arrival at 
MPW they both agreed the alternator 
noise on the two sample cars to be 
excessive. They were both puzzled and 
disappointed as no complaints had 
been raised on four-door cars and, be- 
tween them and JN, together with PG 
and myself, we all spent much time in 
identifying the cause of the noise. Cer- 
tainly alternators rejected for noise on 
two-door cars were fitted without prob- 
lem to four-door cars and, conversely, 
quiet alternators from Crewe cars be- 
came noisy when fitted to MPW cars. 
We identified the reason as the differing 


construction of the two types of car 
which, quite obviously, would have dif- 
fering ‘noise paths’. I believe the solu- 
tion was the adoption of a different 
airflow fan to the alternator, reducing 
the whine. 

The first 87MY two-door cars had 
very noisy exhaust systems — the sup- 
pliers had assembled the silencers with 
insufficient internal lagging! The new 
high volume fuel pumps were also 
noisy — where other manufacturers 
had them encased in rubber, Rolls- 
Royce (initially at least) did not. 

Suffice it to say that whilst CFC 
previously had little work due to the 
shortage of production parts, they now 
had too many parts to be fitted by too 
few people! MPW’s Manufacturing 
Manager, KGK, always a bit of a bully, 
got on to Procurement and Purchasing 
Manager Robin Culverwell (RFC — 
another bully who came from Reliant 
and was proud their car was named 
after him!) asking how he was going to 
address matters. RFC passed the buck 
to his deputy Jim Welch (EW) who duly 
arranged for a team of Crewe fitters to 
stay in London for two weeks during 
the MPW shutdown in order to assist 
CFC with the fitting of the 87MY parts 
at all stages of the MPW build process. 
For certain some were apprehensive 
about having Crewe personnel on site 
but, as it transpired, we got on very well 
with each other. After the MPW shut- 
down the CFC activities returned to 
near normal; for certain there were a 
few bugs to sort out but the 87MY cars 
were very good and much improved 
mechanically over earlier models. 

The Quality Department had a 
backlog of problems, the resolution of 
which had been delayed by the intro- 
duction of the 87MY cars, although the 
most important items had been 


addressed. The stainless steel side win- 
dow frame material of the 87MY cars 
was slightly different in having larger 
radii to its corners than that on 
85/86MY and, as received in its raw, 
unpolished condition was difficult to 
identify. Inevitably, the stock became 
mixed — we needed to retain the older 
material for spares purposes. ‘Ginger’ 
(Vernon) Wright (VW), the Brass Shop 
foreman (the window frames had been 
produced in chromium-plated brass on 
earlier models and the Phantom VI 
ones still were), asked one of his 
craftsmen to assist us in identifying 
and segregating the different sections. 
Just for interest, VW did actually own 
a light blue Beetle at the time! He 
changed it for a later VW and regretted 
doing so. 

A most serious problem we en- 
countered concerned the felt seals 
which were glued to the cantrails upon 
which the window frames closed. The 
felt dye was not permanent and we 
suffered colour migration to the head- 
lining, necessitating replacement. This 
was a major operation as the seals and 
much trim needed to be removed to 
allow space for the trimmers to work. 
You can imagine Quality’s frustration 
when, after the manufacturers had 
agreed to scrap the felt and reimburse 
MPW,, that the defective stock was still 
on site, with danger of being issued to 
the shop floor, some months later. 

Quality also had to deal with lesser 
yet equally important items such as 
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various identification plates and labels. 
It transpired that the U.S. Federal 
Safety Standards (FSS) certification 
plate fitted to the 86MY MPW cars were 
being engraved with wrong weights and 
we had to check all cars leaving MPW. 
From a certain cut-off VIN, all 88MY 
cars ex-MPW were notified to Crewe, 
where remedial action was organised. 

At about this time the final drive 
unit crownwheel and pinion hobbing 
(milling) machines which were made by 
Gleason were overhauled. The Gleason 
machines were the best in their field, 
being consistently very accurate. All 
axles were run in on a test rig using a 
mildly abrasive lapping paste to ensure 
that the correct contact pattern was 
achieved. Despite the most careful 
preparation and assembly, there were 
slight variations between the axles in 
respect to their degree of quietness. On 
road test the axles were graded 1 to 3. 
Only grade 1 axles were acceptable on 
coachbuilt cars for North America with 
their lower speed limits, grade 2 axles 
being allowed for other domiciles. At 
MPW the CFC team had developed a 
technique whereby they ‘relaxed’ 
(released) the axle mountings with the 
car on its wheels, then re-torqued 
them, often achieving a quieter and 
thus re-graded axle. 

One of Crewe’s senior engineers was 
Roger Hunt (Hnt), who always 
answered the ‘phone “Mr Roger Hunt 
speaking” and insisted on being 
addressed similarly. Hnt was most put 


The '87 Model Year Bentiey Continental. Note the handsome alloy wheels, by now standard. 
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out at the number of axles being 
rejected by MPW. He sent three of his 
engineers to MPW to investigate these 
rejections. They selected a North 
American spec. car for appraisal, the 
axle of which CFC had graded 2 after 
being ‘relaxed’. I was asked to drive the 
Crewe engineers in this car to evaluate 
axle noise. Driving along the A40 
Western Avenue away from London 
with its high traffic volume, one of the 
engineers commented that he could 
hear “nowt but traffic”. We continued 
on the A40 at various speeds until we 
reached Denham. At low speeds they 
agreed there was more noise from the 
axle than was, perhaps, acceptable but 
said “nobody drives at less that 60 
(m.p.h.)” — true, except of course in 
North America. The axle was duly 
changed and little more was heard. 

The Quality Department was, of 
course, ultimately responsible for the 
whole car as it left Mulliner Park Ward 
inasmuch as we were able; there was 
no way we could fully check or audit 
every car as it left. KGK the Manu- 
facturing Manager was always under 
immense pressure from Crewe to 
produce cars to the production 
programme. It was not unknown that 
acar scheduled for audit as agreed with 
KGK, had actually been despatched on 
the ‘Crewe lorry’ the night before, the 
reason usually being that it had been 
substituted for another car that had 
not been finished on time. 


To be continued 
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David & Diana Jones (centre) and their 1928 20 h.p. Barker limousine (GKM60) with John & Pam Barton (left) and their 1930 20/25 H.J. Mulliner 
saloon (GSR14), and Derek & Jenny Johnson and their 1926 20 h.p. Hooper saloon (GCK78), at the Johnsons’ lovely Hampshire home prior to 
departure for Fishguard and the ‘Fast Ferry to Rosslare’ for the Irish Rally. Photo by Roger Stevens (U.K.). 


The Irish Rally 


A memorable tour organised by the R.R.E.C. 20 h.p. Register 


By DianaJones (Vic.) 


Thirty cars took part in the recent 
20 Horsepower Tour to Ireland most 
ably organised by Registrar Keith Jay. 
There were four cars from Wales, one 
from Germany, two from Australia and 
the balance from England. 

The driving started for us when we 
picked up our car in Headley, 
Hampshire and drove to Charterhouse 
School near Guildford for the annual 
R.R.E.C. South of England Rally, 
accompanied by our hosts Jenny and 
Derek Johnson in their 1926 Hooper 
saloon. Over 220 cars attended includ- 
ing Graham & Barbara Mead returning 
from the R.R.E.C. rally to Spain and 
Bryan & Cindy Jones — Bryan is 
David's brother and Chairman of the 
North Eastern Region R.R.O.C. Inc., 
U.S.A. 

We drove to Bath that night then on 
to Fishguard in Wales the next day to 
catch the ‘Fast Ferry to Rosslare’, 
where we met up with George and 
Fiona Forbes from Victoria and many 
others ready for the big tour. 


Kilkenny was the start of the excit- 
ing 12 days and our 3-day stay here 
included an enjoyable (and costly for 
most) visit to Waterford — yes, of glass 
fame — a tour of the factory, a parade 
of cars in the forecourt of Kilkenny 
Castle and tour inside, and a mascot 
competition decorating the flying lady 
(great idea, we won a prize with our 
plastic kangaroo holding a jar of honey, 
two koalas on the flying lady’s arms 
and yellow and green ribbon purchased 
at the local store). The independent 
judges were rewarded with the honey 
— after the announcements, of course! 
This was lots of fun and something we 
should incorporate here. 

Travelling west on the way to 
Limerick we climbed the Rock of 
Cashel, a 5th century castle. For the 
last 200 years it has been besieged by 
visitors and as our guide was telling us 
about it, we noticed some gravediggers 
preparing for a funeral of one of the 
descendants the next day. As the dirt 
came flying up, so did some bones and 
when David asked about this, one of 
the diggers replied “We're waiting for 
the teeth to come next”. Typical Irish 


humour. 

We visited Holy Cross Abbey and 
lunched at Tipperary. The distances 
between hotels were only about 60 to 
80 miles. The detours and sightseeing 
were a delight. We were given various 
options of where to visit, and small 
groups would make plans to go off 
together. Each day was another 
adventure. 

County Clare is as beautiful as we 
expected. We drove inland via Bunratty 
Castle (another stop and climb) across 
The Burren, a limestone plateau with 
very few trees, to Galway Bay then 
around the coast to see the stunning 
black shale, sandstone Cliffs of Moher. 
The roads are very narrow, sometimes 
one way. There was a lot of backing up 
and tooting, especially when sheep and 
cattle were crossing the roads. Our 
lunches were in pubs of our choice, 
always with a Guinness, in the villages 
where the locals gathered to ask about 
the cars. They had never seen “so many 
beautiful cars” before. 

In Limerick the inevitable limerick 
competition was held at dinner — 
which we won. We were told this was 


David & Diana at Luckham Park near Bath, Somerset. So impressed were the hotel staff when 
GKM60 approached along the tree-lined mile-long driveway that they upgraded the Joneses to 


the £520-a-night suite! 


In the forecourt of Kilkenny Castle, Ireland. From left the cars (all Twenties) are: GYK59 owned 
by Cyril Westin (U.K.) and known as the ‘Fred Astaire Car’ as it had been owned by the actor 
for a short time when he was filming in the U.K., GRJ47 owned by Michael Osborne (U.K.), the 
Author’s GKM60, and a close relative GKM30 owned by David & Jane Else (U.K.). 
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due to the fact the Poms had beaten us 
at cricket the day before, but we think 
our verse was a worthy winner. Here 
‘tis: 

There was a young man called 

Keith Jay, 

Who convinced us to come a long 

way 

To the Aussies from Down Under, 

he is the 20 h.p. Wonder 

And gives us First Class all the 

way. 

En route to Killarney we visited the 
Joynes Flying Boat Museum — the 
birthplace of Irish Coffee (had a taste 
too) and before World War II was the 


Irish Coffee 
Only Irish Coffee provides ina 
single glass all four essential 
food groups: alcohol, caffeine, 
sugar and fat. 
— Alex Levine 


eastern terminus of the first airline 
passenger route across the Atlantic. 
Continued around the Dingle Penin- 
sula to Killarney, a busy tourist centre. 
Visited the Irish National Transport 
Museum (more Irish coffee) and had a 
bus tour around the picturesque Ring 
of Kerry, so the cars could have a rest 
day. A shopping day was also provided 
— thank heavens for large boots and 
back seats! 

Each night the group gathered to 
have a pleasant dinner and talk about 
the day’s activities and naturally the 
amazing performance of the cars. 

We continued on to Cork and with a 
stop at Bantry House — a must to see 
the statue of Diana in the garden of this 
historic home overlooking a bay. We 
toured the house with its beautiful 
tapestries and antiques, and the car- 
riage house — just in case — unfor- 
tunately no antique cars present. 

I kissed the Blamey Stone, as we 
climbed yet another castle and had 
more Irish Whisky at Jameson's 
Whiskey Distillery after an interesting 
tour. I had hardly noticed that it had 
rained every day. David was quite 
aware as it gave him an excuse to wash 
the car each night. I did notice the 
beautiful green and lush scenery with 
more sheep than we have ever seen to 
the acre (quite a few cattle as well), very 
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few trees, farm houses have no gardens 
and no garages, and though we crossed 
some railway lines, didn’t see a train. 

As we drove back to catch the ferry 
we thought about this great experience 
with friendly people whose company, 
cars, humour and singing we enjoyed. 
There were no major mechanical 
problems and our car did not miss a 
beat (due to the excellent driver and 
perfect navigator). An interesting note 
is that nearly all the U.K. Twenties have 
overdrive fitted. 

We were very proud of the perfor- 
mance of our Twenty and the pleasure 
she gave to many along the way. We're 
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so glad we went to Ireland and then on At Bantry House in south-west Ireland, the historic home of the former Earls of Bantry, with David 
to the R.R.E.C., Annual Rally at Cottes- & Diana and GKM60 on the right with two cars from Wales — the closely related GKM30 of David 
brooke Hall, Northamptonshire, join- & Jane Else (left) and 1934 20/25 (GLZ75), a Gurney nutting 3-position drophead coupé recently 
acquired by David & Marianne Grigg from a museum where it had been on blocks for 15 years. 


ing 1,699 other cars — what a sight. 
Our 20 h.p. was well received, winning 
the Maurice Booth Memorial trophy for 
the Best 20 h.p., and first place in the 
Concours d'Elegance — the first 
Australian car to ever win. George & 
Fiona came second in the 20 h.p. Class 
with their Twenty. They thought our 
cars were tops — a grand way to finish 
a memorable trip of 1,400 miles. f 


Photographs from the Author except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


Right: Museum of Irish Transport, Killarney. 
David Jones with GKM60, 56S6 (Dieter Bariz, 
Germany) behind David, GOK74 (George & 
Fiona Forbes), GHJ40 (Keith Jay, U.K.), 
GRJ47 (Michael Osborne, U.K.). 
Below: The Twenties at Jameson's Whiskey 
Distillery. 
SS Sie 
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1952 Silver Dawn (SFC 138) when owned by the Author, being unloaded in Port Moresby from the ship that had carried it from Australia. Note the 
heart-stopping pre-containerisation handling methods! 


A Silver Dawn in Papua New Guinea 


By Fred Haughtey (QId.) 


I have been a member of the 
R.R.O.C. for more than 34 years and I 
must confess that I cannot remember 
having found the necessity to write 
anything for PRAECLARUM before, but 
it is now time. 

I feel I must rush to the aid of a 
damsel in distress and defend her 
honour. You see, the damsel in ques- 
tion has taken the name ‘Helga’, al- 
though I did not know her by such a 
name. To me she was ‘SFC138’', a 
beautiful 1952 Silver Dawn, short boot 
model, in a wonderful colour of Moss 
Green, which suited her biscuit- 
coloured interior admirably. When I 
first met her it was love at first sight 
and I knew from the moment she 
entered our driveway on her approval 
visit that I had to have her. My Jaguar 
was quickly traded. 

She was greatly admired by 
everyone, there being only one like her 
in our suburb. How times change: al- 
though we still live in the same suburb, 
there are three of her ilk in our street! 


Apart from a 1925 20 h.p. Austin used 
for Vintage Car Club events, SFC138 
was our only car and served us ex- 
tremely well as every day transport. 

After owning her for two years we 
returned to New Guinea (actually 
Papua) and I consulted Barry Sparks, 
who was then the Service Supervisor at 
our then local agents U.K. Motors, to 
arrange storage. He suggested the car 
would be far better off being used and 
so we arranged for the R.A.C.Q. to ship 
her to Port Morseby. 

I remember well, waiting on Paga 
Hill for the first glimpse on the horizon 
of the ship bringing her to the Territory 
and then accompanying the Harbour 
Master in his pilot boat out to the ship 
for him to pilot the vessel into Fairfax 
Harbour. In typical Territory fashion in 
those days all progress on the way out 
came to a halt while the local crew 
landed a very nice fish. Upon berthing, 
the Harbour Master and I were invited 
to the Captain's cabin for drinks while 
the unloading commenced. Several 
lesser cars were unloaded but then it 
was decided that as it was getting late 
and the hatch should be opened wider 


to lift the Rolls-Royce out, work should 
be stopped and SFC138’s entry to the 
tropics delayed until morning. Need- 
less to say, Iwas down there again early 
to capture on film my pride and joy 
suspended in mid-air. 

Formalities were soon concluded 
and the second Rolls-Royce car ever to 
drive Port Moresby roads was 
registered T.P. & N.G. 39-999 — the 
Police Commissioner unfortunately 
wanting 40-000. 

Many miles were enjoyed driving the 
mainly unsealed roads surrounding 
Port Moresby. In fact, we didn’t have a 
lot of choice — we could opt for the 
interesting drive up the range to Sogeri 
and beyond through the rubber plan- 
tations until the soft road (it rains every 
afternoon at 3.00 p.m.) and a river 
defined the limits. This outing did offer 
the opportunity of a great lunch at 
Rouna Hotel, a detour to the Bomana 
War Cemetery or to McDonalds Corner 
on the Kokoda Track. In fact, a 
photograph of SFC138 at McDonalds 
Corner was published in the New South 
Wales Branch newsletter London & 
Derby. 


ial 
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On the trips through the rubber 
plantations the inherent dignity of the 
Silver Dawn design was emphatically 
demonstrated. In those days workers 
from the highlands were brought to 
work in the plantations and most had 
lived in remote villages with little, if 
any, exposure to motor cars. They were 
of course unaware of different marques 
or their value. However, when SFC 138 
passed by, it would be flashed a very 
smart salute. Many years ago I passed 
this story on to my guide when visiting 
the Crewe factory, but he seemed 
unimpressed. Perhaps those in the 
styling section might have been more 
interested. To my mind, no greater 
compliment could be paid to the 
designer's success in meeting the aes- 
thetic parameters of his brief. 

Owning a Rolls-Royce in those days, 
especially in New Guinea, was very dif- 
ferent from today. While in the Territory 
I wrote to Rolls-Royce Ltd requesting a 
quotation for new brake and clutch 
pedal rubbers and new carpets. The 
reply arrived with a packet enclosing 
the new rubbers compliments of the 
Company together with a quote for 
beige carpets trimmed in fawn to match 
those in my car. I was very impressed 
to note that they had taken the trouble 
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to consult their records for colours and 
I showed the letter to a colleague who 
was having trouble with her Mercedes. 
I will not repeat her reply. 

I well remember, one day while sit- 
ting in the car having lunch, picnic 
tables down, under the rain trees over- 
looking Fairfax Harbour outside 
Wanda’s Crown Law Office; we noticed 
that the odometer was reading 99,999 
miles, so we took a short drive and the 
100,000th mile came up driving 
through Hanuabada Village on the out- 
skirts of Konedobu. The mileage is now 
only 130,000-odd so ‘Helga’s’ life has 
been relatively easy since those colour- 
ful days. 

During our time in Port Moresby, 
fellow Club member Maj. Bill Fleming 
(older members will remember Bill) 
who was based there, but without his 
Silver Ghost, had a plan that if ever 
SFC138 ‘failed to proceed’ her em- 
barrassment could be minimised by a 
telephone call producing a khaki 
coloured covered vehicle to whisk her 
away. The Director of Civil Aviation also 
*phoned one day to offer the services of 
his men who maintained the Rolls- 
Royce-powered fire tenders at the air- 
port. I am happy to report that the need 
did not arise to take up either offer. 


SFC 138 behaved herself impeccably 
without any hint of overheating. Of 
course, we were both thirty years 
younger and even I didn’t feel the heat 
as much as I do now. The leather 
upholstery, however, was a very dif- 
ferent story and I found that no amount 
of leather dressing could help. The 
tropical sun also deteriorated that 
beautiful Moss Green paintwork and 
after I sold her to George Williams 
through George Sevenoaks some six 
months after my return to Australia, he 
painted her two-tone Regal Red and 
Silver Grey, the coat she still wears. 

I was recently very grateful and ex- 
cited by Lloyd & Shirley Missen’s offer 
during the recent Overlander to the 
Canberra Federal Rally for me to renew 
my acquaintance with SFC138. Lloyd 
has lavished his attentions on her and 
she performs as well as I remember. I 
must admit to just a touch of jealousy. 

I have owned several Rolls-Royce 
cars since our Silver Dawn, and even 
with their air conditioning, power 
steering, electric windows and seats, 
and their powerful V-8 engines, I don't 
think any have left such an indelible 
impression as the silence and dignity 
of that beautiful lady now known as 


‘Helga’. 5 a 
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Twenty-five years a’registering 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


It is now twenty-five years since the 
Club issued its first Federal member- 
ship and chassis list. For this strong 
start to the listing work now known as 
Chassis Plate we have to give thanks to 
Patrick Kane-White and Fred Engish. 
Their 1974 volume is useful not just for 
Club cars but for cars outside the Club 
which they included in their work. A 
second edition appeared in 1984 com- 
piled by John Fittler, another in 1989, 
and from 1994 the new bi-annual 
Chassis Plate started by the inimitable 
George Forbes. 

The Club's lists owe a debt to the 
pioneering work of the R.R.O.C. Inc. in 


the United States. It was the U.S. Club, 
founded on May 12th 1951, which pub- 
lished its first membership/chassis 
directory as early as October 1951, 
compiled by Dr C.S. Shoup. Another 
appeared in March 1952 which in- 
corporated 20-Ghost Club members in 
Britain. This work has stood them in 
good stead, so much so that the U.S. 
Club has for years issued its Directory 
and Register bi-annually, free to mem- 
bers, and has become the model for 
similar publications. The R.R.O.C. Inc. 
also established the convention of 
chassis numbers always being quoted 
in articles, picture captions and cars 
for sale advertisements. 

Over the last 48 years the R.R.O.C. 
Inc. has accumulated a wealth of 
information on the individual cars 


recorded in the Club down the years. 
Our Club has followed the recording 
methods of the U.S. Club. Most clubs 
around the world issue similar publi- 
cations — the Veteran Car Club, the 
Bentley Drivers’ Club, the 20-Ghost 
Club, and the Vintage Sports Car Club, 
though not all clubs issue them free. 
The Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club in 
the U.K., with around 9,500 members, 
is unusual in not having published a 
list for virtually twenty years. 
Without the ‘empowerment’ a 
membership/chassis directory pro- 
vides we would be unable, for example, 
to find members nearby with similar 
cars and thus make new friendships, 
or follow up people or cars you see 
briefly at events when you've never got 
paper and pen with you! There are 
myriad constructive uses for the direc- 
tory. Full marks to the U.S. Club’s 
efforts since 1951 and to the compilers 
of our own directories since 1974. f 
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VIDEO REVIEW 


ROLLS ROYCE OWNERS CLUB 
of Australia 


ANNUAL FEDERAL 
RALLY 


March 26th - 29th, 1999 
CANBERRA 
‘41st Annual Federal Rally of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia, March 
26th-29th, 1999, Canberra’. Produced 
by Visual Memorles, 13 Lomond Court, 
Wodonga, Victorla 3690, Running time 
approximately 2 hours. VHS format. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


This is a fairly pleasing record of the 
recent Canberra Federal Rally. All aspects 
and events are shown, while interviews 
with key personnel explore the many 
facets of a Federal Rally in some detail. 

We see cars being prepared for judg- 
Ing with copious applications of ‘elbow 
grease’; cars on parade, sweeping past 
the static camera position and, better still, 
filmed on the run from a moving vehicle; 
cars parked in serried ranks, the camera 
lovingly caressing their contours; miscel- 
laneous ‘talking heads’ explaining about 
Federal Rallies in general, how the Judges 


do their thing, and even an ‘infomercial’ 
on the services of a car detailing estab- 
lishment. 

Above all, the video portrays the 
essence of any good Federal Rally: lots of 
lovely Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, 
and their owners, family and friends 
wining. dining, dancing and generally 
enjoying themselves in the true spirit of the 
occasion. 

Best are the interviews with individual 
car owners or custodians. For example: 
John Matheson and his Springfield Silver 
Ghost, Mick Rust and the Phantom II boat- 
tail tourer, the ladies who look after, 
respectively, the ex-Robert Menzies 
Bentley S3, and the vice-regal Phantom 
VL and Denys Gillespie from Fox, Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley demonstrating the 
fascinatingly ‘choreographed’ hood 
erection sequence on the Bentley Azure. 

As far as personal highlights go, | 
couldn’t decide between George 
Forbes’s televisual tour of his recently- 
acquired Twenty GYK47, or the sight and 
sound of George trying to keep a straight 
face whilst pointing out the more 
apocryphal aspects of that utterly charm- 
ing motor carl 

Camera-work throughout is faultless. 
But something should have — and could 
have — been done about the sound level 
when the noisy patter of raindrops on the 
roof of her Phantom Il competed intrusive- 
ly with Margaret Gillings’ mini-lecture on 
Spirit of Ecstasy mascots. 

| also found irritating the technique 
used to fade or dissolve from one shot to 


the next. Those spinning, ‘whirly-gig’ fancy 
effects were rather overdone, to say the 
least, and became quite distracting 
before long. But the video Is sadly defi- 
cient in its standard of editing. While Mick 
Rust is waxing enthusiastic over the Grebel 
spotlight and African mahogany wood- 
work on his Phantom Il ‘skiff’, the features 
under discussion remain either in the mid- 
die distance or completely out of sight. A 
more professional option would have 
been to intersperse close-up shots of the 
large Grebel lamp and detail views of the 
wood decking at those specific points in 
the narrative while Mick’s monologue 
continued in the background. And ex- 
cept for those attendees who want to 
relive every second of the award presen- 
tation ceremonies, the seemingly interm- 
inable speechifying could leave a casual 
viewer with glazed eyes, terminal 
boredom and a twitchy finger on the ‘fast 
forward’ button. 

Undoubtedly, participants in the 41st 
Annual Federal Rally will derive the 
greatest pleasure from this video presen- 
tation. But all lovers of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars should also find some- 
thing to enjoy here, the aforesaid 
shortcomings notwithstanding. 

Post script: Memo to the unseen video 
Interviewer: the “new millennium” is not 
“the year 2000”. That momentous mile- 
stone does not occur until the dawn of the 
year 2001. And to the interviewee: the 
year 2004 is not “the centenary of Sir Henry 
Royce”. It is the centenary of the found- 
ation of the Rolls-Royce partnership. 


To keep the memory of the 1999 Federal 
Rally (Canberra) for ever, the Rally Com- 
mittee arranged for Visual Memories to 
produce a professional video of the Rally. 
The video includes most of the attractions 
and functions of the Rally, including: 
Cars assembied at Old Parliament House 
The Concours 

Interviews with entrants about their cars 
The Dinner Dance and Fancy Dress 
Moving shots of cars around town 

The Presentation Dinner in the Great Hall, 
Parliament House 

The cars, the elegance, the entertainment 


SIMPLY COMPLETE YOUR DETAILS AND MAIL YOUR ORDER 
FORM TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. 
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LETTERS 


How much do you use your car? 


As you know | am always interested in 
how much members’ cars are used. | 
have enclosed a simple graph (right) that 
members might wish to copy, to deter- 
mine the future their cars have in respect 
to distance travelled and time elapsed. 
The four lines represent, as examples, four 
cars owned by members. 

You can see that when Henry Royce 
built his cars they were meant to last. One 
car will approach 100,000 kilometres 
when it is 231 years old. In fact, its services 
should be 23 years apart. Many Silver 
Shadows will be quite old when they 
reach the 100,000 mark. Maybe Rolls- 
Royces will be the last cars left on earth. 


Russell Burge, 
Victoria 


This slightly tongue-in-cheek letter helps 
arive home the well known fact that use 
equals reliability, whereas lack of use 
courts breakdowns. Contrary to 
popular belief, keeping the mileage 
low Is unlikely to improve resale value. 
So you are the loser if you don’t use your 
car, to say nothing of the pleasure you 
pay for but forego. — M.1.B. 


Getting out on the road 


1am glad to have elicited so spirited a 
reply from Mrs Kerry Ely. My fair antagonist 
is mistaken if she supposes my strictures to 
apply to all owners of spendid pre-war 
cars; | contended only that a good many 
owners treated their Rolls-Royces or 
Bentleys as investments rather than a 
motor cars. (Actually, your exact words 
were “Most of them... “—Ed.). The imme- 
diate cause of my spluttering was an 
auctioneer’s catalogue in which a score 
of such cars were listed, stress being laid in 
many cases on the “minimal” or “negli- 
gible“ mileage since restoration. 

| plead guilty to being less adventurous 
than many of Mrs Ely’s friends: the neces- 
sity of earning a living has precluded my 
driving overland to China, but my Derby 
Bentley has visited such widely separated 
places as Carlisle and Aigues Mortes inthe 
northern hemisphere to Wiluna and 
Augusta In the southern. When driving 
from Perth via the Giles Weather Station to 
Alice Springs, however, | plead guilty to 
having used a Land Rover. 


Kilometres travelled - 1,000s 


0 30 60 90 120 150 180 
Age of car - years 


“Whatis an air chamber?”, asks Mrs Ely. 
Holden Vintage in Bromyard, Hereford- 
shire, will gladly sell you one at prices rang- 
ing from £250 to ‘P.O.A.’ (their current 
catalogue, p.156). Mrs Ely and | seem to 
have fallen out through my incautious 
choice of words, but we obviously share 
the same attitude to vintage and 
thoroughbred motoring. 

James Willis, 
Western Australia 


Radial tyres on Clouds 


Having been advised that | might be 
asked to judge Silver Cloud and Bentley S 
cars at Canberra, | wrote to the Chief 
Judge seeking his advice concerning the 
points issue where radlal tyres were fitted 
to these cars. My letter was not originally 
intended for publication, but with my con- 
sent was published by our Editor. It ls good 
that he did so as It has opened up discus- 
sion on an important subject. | should say 
atthis point that the Chief Judge evidently 
agreed with at least some of my conten- 
tions as his reply suggested a smallnumber 
of penalty points which, interestingly, ex- 
actly matched the suggestion of another 
Chief Judge who answered a similar 
query at a Victoria Branch Concours a 
few years ago. 

Far be it for me to tell anybody what 
tyres they should use. My sole concern at 
Canberra was how to apply Rule 7 of the 
Concours Guide for Judging wherein it 
states that “Short lived materials such as 
(tyres) will be considered authentic even 
if not original equipment provided that 
the judges decide that they are com- 


parable to Rolls-Royce standard”. In my 
view, it is asking a bit much of our judges 
tomake any such decision; more so in light 
of the fact that Rolls-Royce themselves 
are unable to do so! 

In response to Tony Ward, who doubts 
that there is anyone left at Crewe who 
could make any knowledgeable state- 
ment on the subject, the letter from the 
Company that | referred to was written 
several years ago, well before all the 
changes were made, and in any event 
the Company's reply, either now or at any 
time in the past, almost certainly would 
have been the same. 

It is inconceivable that they would 
recommend anything as questionable 
from a safety point of view as non- 
genuine tyres without “comprehensive 
testing”. It follows that there are only two 
tyres for Silver Clouds and S Types that 
meet Rolls-Royce standard: the 8.20 x 15 
Dunlop Fort and Avon Turbospeed RR/B, 
as originally fitted and which are currently 
available. 

One sometimes hears that the reason 
radials have been fitted is due to price 
and mileage, but this could apply to other 
materials used to refurbish a car, such as 
vinyl instead of leather, etc. 

Is it not desirable that in the event of 
two or more cars having been awarded 
similar or near similar concours points in 
other respects, that the car wearing the 
original type tyres should be granted the 
decision? 

There are two other issues to consider: 
one ethical, one economic. The 
manufacturers of the original tyres, espe- 
cially Avon, have no doubt invested a 
large amount of capltal, apart from 
design and tooling, to stock and provide 
tyres ideally suited to the Silver Cloud and 
its Bentley counterpart. | believe it Is in- 
cumbent on us as a club to support both 
firms by using their products. | wonder 
what their people must think when they 
see these cars sporting tyres other than 
their own on the grounds of cheapness to 
buy and run? If customer loyalty falls 
below a certain point It will, of course, 
become uneconomical to continue 
production. It is remarkable that tyres are 
still available for models whose produc- 
tion ceased about 35 years ago. 

One occasionally hears that fitting 
new radials has improved handling and 


directional stability. This would probably 
be due to the fact that replacing a worn 
set of tyres with new ones, be they racial 
or cross-ply, immediately improves steer- 
ing and handling. | am sure we have alll 
noticed that! Indeed, our Federal Presi- 
dent, George Forbes, went the opposite 
way to the usual, replacing the radial 
tyres on his $2 with a set of new Avon 
Turbospeeds. He reports that this resulted 
in a distinct improvement in all driving 
aspects. 

In respect to tyres now fitted to Silver 
Wraith, Silver Dawn and Bentley Mk VI/R- 
type cars, of which | know little, Tony Ward 
is probably correct in most of his com- 
ments and definitely correct in his views on 
Concours judging of those cars. However, 
his remarks concerning the slow wearing 
qualities of their wheel bearings may have 
applied when original type cross-ply tyres 
were used. This put me in mind of the 
excellent article by Lloyd Missen (P.1-99, 
p.3300) on the wheel bearing problems of 
his Silver Dawn (SFC 138). His observations 
indicate that his car is on its third set of rear 
wheel bearings. He further reports that a 
fellow member has recently had the same 
problem. Have these cars, during either 
previous or current ownership, been run- 
ning on radials? 

One final point: it might be asked why 
the proper cross-ply tyres deliver less 
mileage than their radial substitutes. | 
believe this is due to the friction caused by 
the lateral ‘drifting’ characteristics of 
cross-plies on corners and bends. This in 
turn reduces the side loading on wheel 
bearings etc. It follows that wnat you lose 
in tyre mileage you gain in longer bearing 
life! 

Stan Spackman, 
Victoria 


The Editorial Sitver Wralth was pur- 
chased complete with a set of new 
Dunlop Fort 6.70 x 17 tyres, as originally 
specified for the car. Though the car Is 
under restoration (which somewhat 
limits the opportunities to drive If!) |lhave 
trled the Dunlops on Michael Zwar’s 
Sliver Wralth, which leff me hoping that 
| willsomehow always be able to afford 
thelr eye-watering price! Inany case, to 
the best of my knowledge, no sultable 
radial-ply tyre Is available. Dunlop 
manufactures original size and type 
tyres for most Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
models, right back to early Silver Ghosts. 
— MLI.B. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


SS 


1927 Twenty (GYK82) Jones & Jones 
roadster built to Brewster design. Dickey 
seat, hideaway hood, golf club compartment. 
6-wheel equipped. On blocks for almost 20 of 
its 72 years. Mechanically sound, body not 
concours but clean and tidy. Fully maintained 
and registered. $60,000. Greg Sproule 
07-4683-6282 (‘phone & FAX) 


1934 Bentley 314 Litre (B140AH) Vanden 
Plas continental tourer. Oxford Blue. Original 
body. Total body-off restoration 1987-92, 
body restoration by Roger Fry. Low mileage. 
$145,000. Bas Renolds 08-9450-4016 or FAX 
08-9313-1637 


EB seen 


1937 25/30 (GAR43) Martin & King sports 
saloon with camping seats. Melbourne Motor 
Show car. 6-wheel equipped. Solid, smooth, 
fast and reliable. $60,000. Bob or Melva 
Tompkins 02-9634-6561 (‘phone & FAX) 


1938 Wraith (WXA68) H.J. Mulliner ‘high 
vision’ saloon with division. Over $100,000 
spent on restoration for a previous Hong 
Kong owner. New tyres, full (N.S.W.) reg., 
history album available. Instant button start. 
Tools. Nothing to spend. $60,000. Kevin 
Keating 02-6742-4667 or FAX 02-6742-5933 


Cars For Sale 


1939 Wraith (WKC10) Park Ward sports 
saloon. Off white and midnight blue with light 
brown leather interior. Sunroof. Full Qid 
registration to May 2000. $58,000 o.n.o. 
Charles Cole 0412-32-9233 


1951 Silver Dawn 


(SDB62) Garnet over 
black. Manual gearbox. Only three owners, 
ex-John Laws. Sunroof. All tools and original 
handbook. One of 761 built. N.S.W. reg. 
JM-049. $50,000 o.n.o. John Muscat 
0412-23-3167 


1953 Bentley R-type (B63SP) H.J. Mulliner 


‘Lightweight’ saloon. Black over Shell Grey, 
magnolia upholstery. Manual gearbox. Sun- 
shine roof, picnic tables, air conditioning and 
special extras. Mechanically sound, new 
radiator and brakes. All original tools includ- 
ing trouble light. Workshop manual. Nothing 
missing. $30,000. Glenn Norris 08-8988-6154 


1955 Bentley S1 (B367AP) Silver Blue over 
Admiralty Blue two-pack. No rust. Fully re- 
conditioned engine by R-R & B (running in), 
gearbox, front end, bearings, tail-shaft, carb- 
uretters, etc. Ready for another 43 years! 
Registered. $48,000 o.n.o. Melva Tompkins 
02-9634-6561 (‘phone & FAX) 
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Cars For Sale 
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1957 Bentley Continental S1 (BC75BG) HJ. 
Mulliner ‘fastback’ two-door saloon. Dark 
metallic green with tan interior. New paint and 
trim. Very rare manual gearbox. Mechanically 
very sound, no rust, corrosion or bruises. 
Original handbook, full history, many 
features. A magnificent, rare and beautiful 
car. $220,000 firm. Kerry Ely 03-9720-0320 


1961 Silver Cloud Il (SWC678) Shell Grey 
over Tudor Grey with grey leather interior. This 
beautiful example is fitted with air condition- 
ing and electric windows and includes hand- 
book, sales brochures, tool kit, current (Vic.) 
registration, roadworthiness certificate and 
RACV report. $45,000. Graeme Hutson 
03-5975-5139 


Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 


Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full-page 
advertisement in the last edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Assorted Phantom | parts, mostly n.o.s., suit 
earlier series. Set of patterns for casting 
various small Phantom | parts. Set of 19" Ace 
discs, 20 h.p. fan and some Phantom II parts 
including n.o.s. valves, etc. Please ‘phone for 
list. Bruce Gardner 03-9580-8180 


2 x Phantom | wire wheels, $250 each. Peter 
Shugg 08-9339-8756 (after 4.00 p.m. W.A. 
time) or FAX 08-9319-2615 


‘Quick-lift’ driver's window handle, suit Silver 
Dawn, Mk VI and some late pre-war models. 
$40 plus postage & packing. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7 140 (‘phone and FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Parts For Sale 


Smiths rim-wind dashboard clock, c.1920s; 
Jaeger 85mph speedometer, silver face; 
Veteran enamel-face clock, nickel case, 
angled, suit early Silver Ghost. David Fryer 
07-3366-3344 


Original mudguards including: set semi- 
sports style ex-Barker Silver Ghost, set sport- 
ing helmet type, suit short chassis sports type 
body, pair rears, probably ex-Silver Ghost or 
Phantom. David Fryer 07-3366-3344 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Dunlop jack and handle, part no. 
RF6019, for Bentley Mk VI; also Bentley 
badge for Mk VI rear bumper. Tony Ward 
02-9451-9697 (h) 02-9363-1422 or FAX 
02-9363-1049 


Wanted for 1926 20 h.p.: wheel centres, front 
and rear friction shock absorbers, Klaxon 
horn, spare wheel side mount, Spirit of 
Ecstasy mascot. Peter Shugg 08-9339-8756 
(after 4.00 p.m. W.A. time) or FAX 
08-9319-2615 


Wanted for 25/30 h.p.: cylinder head in good 
or easily repairable condition. Rory Poland 
08-827 2-5747 (h) 08-827 1-2047 (w) 


Literature For Sale 


Handbooks: Silver Cloud Ill H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward coachbuilt models, leather-bound 
factory reprint in mint condition, $95; hand- 
books for modern models, all mint or near 


mint condition: Rolls-Royce and Bentley - 


Corniche Convertible 1981-84; Camargue 
§0001-series 1978-80; Bentley Mulsanne 
Turbo 1982-85; Bentley Turbo R Solex carb- 
uretter model 1985/86; Bentley Mulsanne S 
1989-92; Bentley Eight 1989-92; $95 each. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Handbook, original, Phantom I! (ex-23GN), 
reasonable condition, sell or swap for Pl 
handbook. David Fryer 07-3366-3344 


Literature Wanted 


Workshop manual and parts book for Bentley 
R-type and/or Mk VI. Martin McCarthy 
02-4995-6197 mccarthy@midac.com.au 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Disc 2 S~_|nner hub plate 


ores: Z 
Pe 
Spanner 


a %8) extansion 
RY Curved 

( : ait valve 
Spanner=’ ~~~ Air lock assembly 
All you need to fitnew ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your —* Bentley 
Pre-WWII Classic. ¢ faguar 
Write, phone or fax 
for full infomation. 


LMARR DISK,LTD 


PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
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Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to 
members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads io: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealed! 
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: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-arely available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

« UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


©TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 


Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


= “ 


~ BOYYTHON, 


13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
Tel: (08) 8234 5600 
Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


(Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
Email: ttmotors@senet.com.au 
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PRA‘;CLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 


Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 


sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 


in a number of other countries. 
Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 


or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 


our requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 
y eq’ p y' 


service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 


rates (colour extra): 
Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 
177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 


’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


Federal Rally photographs 
from Kingfisher Photography 


Kingfisher Photography recorded many high 
quality images during the recent Federal Rally 
in Canberra. Some of the best images involve 
the following cars (listed by registration 
number): 


22-402 
00-09 
12-618 
JVC-100 
RR-902 
B-54 


008 
JA-675 
17-085 


023 
PMO-627 
RR-7358 
324-655 
DGD-020 
|J-O000 


RR-1912 
00-04 
RR-1914 
1AKB-623 
1AEX-924 
RR-958 


If owners are interested in ordering any prints 
of these images, please contact 


Kingfisher Photography 


(07) 3300 3071 
(‘phone/FAX) 


4-99 3411 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives €™@ 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and _ most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


MeEssRS APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 
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L to R: Kerrie Thomson-Booth, Warrick Booth, Robert Murphy, Paul Lukes, Clare Lukes, Ralph Appleby 


A McMILLAN INVOICE IS AN INVESTMENT 
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